
INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT

Bedroom submerged in darkness, shapes barely visible. It's an 
absolute, prolonged silence.

The phone rings. A lamp turns on it illuminates RON (50s), 
slim and graying, he wears a robe. The rest of the room 
remains black, it's like he's floating in space. He puts on 
his glasses, exasperated, and answers. 

RON
Hi, mom. 

NELLIE'S (late8 0s) voice is shaky, cracked with age and 
static: 

NELLIE (V.O.)
I'm at the baseball game and I need 
to be picked up. 

RON 
Baseball game?

NELLIE (V.O.)
4th inning. 

Ron raises his voice. 

RON
OK.

CUT TO:

INT. NURSING HOME - NIGHT 

Nellie's wrinkled hands clutch the phone, disembodied in 
dark. 

NELLIE
Soon, Ron. It's cold here--I forgot 
my fleece. 

RON (V.O.)
Ok, mom.

NELLIE
OK?

RON (V.O.)
OK. 
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NELLIE
I lost Joe, he was here with 
me...went off to get us hot dogs.

RON (V.O.)
Dad's gone, mom. 

NELLIE 
He said he'd be back soon. 

Nellie waits in silence for her son to respond. 

NELLIE  (CONT'D)
It's cold here, Ron. I don't have 
my fleece. Would you bring me my 
jacket? 
I lost Joe, he went off to find us 
a blanket. He's kind that way, you 
know. Always looking out for me, 
your father.

RON
I'll be there soon. Hold tight, 
mom. 

NELLIE (V.O.)
Well I--

Ron hangs up, cuts her off. 

CUT TO:

INT. BEDROOM - NIGHT

Ron sighs and sits down on his bed with a huff. 

BACK TO:

INT. NURSING HOME - CONTINUOUS

Nellie's hands quiver. She holds the phone--it's making the 
sound lines do when they're busy. She walks towards a mirror 
in the corner of her darkened room and wonders at her 
reflection, talks to it. 

NELLIE
Have you seen Joe? He was supposed 
to meet me here tonight and I can't 
seem to remember where I put 
him...yes, I've checked the top of 
my head!
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Nellie gazes sternly at the mirror.

NELLIE (CONT'D)
I've looked in the last place I saw 
him too!

Nellie runs her hand through straggly hair and watches the 
reflection do the same. Disappointed, she turns and walks 
towards a glowing tv. A baseball game quietly plays. She 
watches. 

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)
Ball 1 and strike 2. The Giants 
have a total of 5 hits. The Giants 
have a total of 3 runs. A swing and 
a miss! He struck him out! This 
broadcast is sponsored by Mutual 
the radio network for all 
Americans! #37 stepping into the 
batters box, he was called out on 
strike in the 2nd inning...

Nellie faces the tv, consumed by the game.

ANNOUNCER (V.O.) (CONT'D)
What's that? Yes, Joe's just 
looking for peanuts. He'll be 
making his way back soon...And 
strike 1 for #37! Joe's rounding 
the concession stand now, not to 
worry. He knows exactly where to 
find you.

Cheers from stands.

ANNOUNCER
Up now we have batting #17. It 
looks like Joe's snacking on some 
of the peanuts on his way back to 
you. Not to worry, there's plenty 
left. 

Nellie smiles. 

INT. BEDROOM - CONTINUOUS

Ron lies in bed, restless. The telephone rings. 

RON
Stop. 

It rings again. 
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Ron grumbles.

It rings again. 

RON (CONT'D)
Not now, mom.

The answering machine picks up Nellie's call. 

Ron listens to the distant sound of a baseball game on the 
other side. Eventually, after a series of fumbling attempts 
to hang up the line, the message ends. 

Ron sighs. 

CUT TO BLACK.

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)
It's been a hot day here in Kansas 
City. Make sure to grab yourself a 
refreshing Coca Cola to cool down 
your insides. Now it looks like 
#34's up to bat...

There's a whack of ball against a bat, and the crowd roars.

ANNOUNCER (V.O.) (CONT'D)
This is has surely got to be a 
homer! 

INT. NURSING HOME - LATE AFTERNOON

Nellie sits in a recliner and watches the tv. She waits. 
Behind her, Ron appears holding a blanket. He drapes it over 
his mother's shoulders. 

ANNOUNCER (V.O.)
And there we have it! A home run 
for Kansas City! 

Nellie turns to face her son and smiles broadly. 

NELLIE 
I knew you'd come. You always loved 
going games with me and your 
father. 

RON
Here. 

NELLIE 
And it's day for a baseball game.
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Ron looks up at the ceiling. 

RON
Blue sky.

NELLIE
Did you see your father on our way 
in?

RON
He's just behind me. 

NELLIE
I'm glad to have my boys together 
again. 

Nellie puts on sunglasses. 

FADE TO BLACK.




